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For years, I have participated in astronomy outreach programs with my main focus on introducing young folks to science through astronomy.  Keeping things simple and easy to understand has been my primary focus while doing outreach and teaching others about the night sky.   Too often we make the obvious complicated - we must remember that we are not talking to fellow astronomers.   In outreach, we must remember that beginners are attending our programs because of their interest in the wonders of the night sky.  
The venue must be convenient and accommodating to the general public or to your focus group, as well as being appropriate for the subject of your program.   A remote park, at or near the time of the new moon, is best for deep sky viewing.   A local park, library, or school may be a good setting for lunar, planetary, or solar viewing.   Be sure to always warn not to look at the Sun directly.   I have done outreach at many different locations with successful outcomes.                                      
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hands-on training is very important.  The addition of hands-on participation while learning will improve memory and lasting recall.  If I’m doing a basic astronomy program before dark I will use props to illustrate and back up my presentation.  In the field, I use posters showing objects we will be viewing that night and that illustrate the points I’m making.   A poster of M-57 will show our Sun at the end of its life cycle and an object that we will be viewing that night.   A large yellow ball and proportionately sized beads and balls are used to compare the size of the Sun to Earth and other planets.  I always involve my audience, especially children, when possible. 
For those who are interested, training on how to use a star wheel (planisphere), binoculars, or a simple astronomical telescope (6” dob),  whether it is done in groups or with one-on-one training, may hook them forever on astronomy.   As a volunteer, I have spent many evenings with my 6” dob and star wheel on the front porch of Dyer Observatory (Vanderbilt University Outreach Center for Astronomy and Physics), before and after a speaker program and taught folks how to use these simple astronomical tools.  I also explain that sky charts and other helpful information can be found on the internet. 
In conclusion, please make astronomy fun by keeping your message simple and easy.  In following this practice you will attract more people to the hobby.   Enjoy your hobby and do meaningful outreach.  
